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Rain began to fall in Wilson County on Satur-

day, March 27 and continued through the night. 
When Jan Littrell arrived early Sunday morning at 
the Labor of Love Garden she manages, she was 
stunned by the sight that greeted her. The garden 
fence had been washed away, two sheds had been 
overturned and moved, and the raised beds and 
many tools were nowhere to be seen. At one point, 
the water accumulation was more than 8 feet in the 
garden at Charlie Daniels Park. Volunteers had al-
ready planted potatoes, cabbage, broccoli, Brussel 
sprouts, spinach, and collards. The flood had taken 

them all. Everywhere Jan turned, she saw 
devasta-
tion.  
 
Jan and the 
volunteers 
who work in 
The Labor 
of Love 
Garden are 
passionate 
about grow-
ing vegeta-
bles that 
feed elderly 
county resi-
dents who 

may not have access to fresh produce. The vegeta-
bles are distributed to homebound senior citizens 
by the Wilson County’s Sheriff’s Department auxil-
iary program, SCAN (Senior Citizens Awareness 
Network). The laborers in the garden could not 
stand by and allow Mother Nature to stop the work 
to which they are so dedicated. They rallied to 
begin the clean-up effort. A search of the tree line 
by Cedar Creek revealed that the dumpster and the 
raised beds had been carried several hundred feet 
and stopped by the trees. Only the garlic and one 
potato plant had survived. 
 

The community of  Mount Juliet also 
jumped in to help. Numerous dump truck loads 

Labor of  Love garden rebuilds after flood 
By Debbie Williams, Class of  2018 

 

Leaves of Wisdom 
Master Gardeners of Wilson County 

Susie Butler and Patti Stein refilling beds.   
Photo by Jan Littrell 

Temporary holding area for plants.  
Photo by Deb Williams 
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Labor of  Love garden rebuilds after flood 
 (cont.) 

of soil were donated. The Tennessee Heat, a home-
school football team, helped with the heavy lifting.  
The Heat coach donated $500 to the rebuilding ef-
fort. The Municipal Judge donated $100, and the 
Zumba class that meets in the Park Community 
Center donated $150. Jan asserts that the Labor of 
Love Garden is now truly a community garden, and 
“she [the garden] allows the master gardeners to 
garden her.”  
 
Jan: “There’s something cleansing about a  
flood.” 
Blessings have been discovered in the midst of the 
destruction. Last year’s tomatoes suffered from 

blight. With new soil, that is no longer a problem. 
Jan says that there’s something cleansing about a 
flood. You are forced to get rid of things you’ve 
been holding onto. She believes there’s something 
to be said for starting over from scratch. On the 
downside, the fence has yet to be installed, allowing 
the deer to wander freely. Not only do the deer eat 
what they want, they also trample the surrounding 
vegetables.  

Jan believes that God has placed a holy passion in 
her heart to garden and feed senior citizens. The 
volunteer team has a new slogan, “Just give toma-
toes.” She says that there’s so much in gardening 
that we can’t control—too much rain, too little rain, 
hungry deer and other critters, disease, and pests. 
She and her team have learned to shrug their shoul-
ders and remind each other as they work, “Just give 
tomatoes.”  
 

Raised bed are back in place.  

Photo by Deb Williams 

Vegetables have been replanted. 

Photo by Deb Williams 

The garden is once again thriving. 

Photo by Deb Williams 
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President’s Note 
It was great seeing so many of you on June 1 at our 
first in-person member meeting since 2019.  Some 
members are still hesitant to gather in groups. Eve-
ryone has to make decisions that are best for their 
personal situation.  We continue to be empathetic 
and hopeful for the future.  Having said that, I am 
excited for the opportunity to welcome everyone 
and celebrate the 2020 and 2021 Master Gardener 
class graduates.  Congratulations to the many 
2020 graduates who have become Certified 
Master Gardeners. 
 
The Board has drafted an update to the Master Gar-
deners of Wilson County Bylaws which includes 
some corrections and omissions to the previous 
document approved in 2020 when we officially be-

came a nonprofit organization under the IRS 501(c)
(3) tax code.  It also includes an updated Purpose 
statement and new Vision, Mission and Objectives 
that reflect the results of our long-term strategy 
planning sessions.  Thanks to the many members 
who participated.  I believe this document will help 
to guide our organization as we continue to 
grow.  This document has been posted on our web-
site. The changes, highlighted in red, are available 
on our website wilsoncountymg.org .  Paper copies 
are available upon request.  Please send your ques-
tions and/or comments WCMG-
board@gmail.com or email, message or call any 
member of the Board.  A vote to accept will be held 
at the July 6th member meeting. 

Vicki Rohr 
President, MGWC 
 

This newsletter supports the Tennessee Extension Master Garden Program in providing research-based, innovative and 

usable horticulture information to all Tennessee residents through a dedicated and skilled volunteer network.  

2020  Class of Master Gardeners  (front row left to right: 
Carol Hofer, Patricia Petrous, Kathleen Trail, Deb Williams - 
back row left to right Ed Jacobs, Mike Petrous, Jeff Ruffner).  
Photo by Deb Williams 

2021 Class of Master Gardeners (left to right: Mark Holysz, 

Kristen Jervis, Dean Jones, Barbara Nissel, Gina Stayshich, Patti 

Taylor )  Photo by Deb Williams 

http://wilsoncountymg.org/
mailto:WCMGboard@gmail.com
mailto:WCMGboard@gmail.com
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A big thanks to Linda Robertson for your donation to the Master Gardeners of  Wilson 

County.  There were plants left over from her Native Plant Sale, and she graciously is donating the prof-

its from the sale of the leftovers to our organization.  Thank you, Linda!  

Native plant sale at June member’s meeting. 
Photo by Deb Williams 

Look who was safeguarding the native plants that 
Linda Robertson grew for the plant sale. 
Photo by Linda Robertson 
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For this family of master gardeners, the living 
presence of beloved plants connects them to 
mothers, fathers, grandmothers, and aunts. 
When Jan Whitaker takes visitors through her gar-
den, she says, “These are Mama’s phlox and 
Mama’s irises.” Her sister, Carol Benson, is rooting 
a mother-in-law’s tongue on her front porch that 
once belonged to her grandmother. And Whit 
Whitaker stands beside a red buckeye twice his 

height that 
he grew 
from seed, a 
skill he 
learned 
from par-
ents and a 
bevy of 
aunts, all 
gardeners.  
 

“Gardening 
was part of 
our lives,” 
Carol says, 

recalling that she began helping their mother in her 
Memphis flower and vegetable gardens at the age 
of 5. Jan remembers their mother rooting roses in 
Mason jars. “She always had coleus and impatiens 
in the kitchen window and philodendra growing in 
glass violins.” 
 
For Whit, growing soon turned into a profes-
sion. A next door neighbor needed help man- 
aging 3,000 acres planted in trees and landscaping 
material. Whit quickly learned the business,  
concentrating on sales and developing an expertise 
in irrigation.  
 
The three became master gardeners in Memphis in 
2009 where the membership topped 400. Carol 
worked at the Memphis Zoo for two years, first at 
the greenhouse, then on the farm. She planted,  

tended the landscaping, and taught her colleagues  
how to prune butterfly bushes. She became inter-
ested in orchids and moved to the Orchid House at 
the Memphis Botanic Garden. “Everyone is intimi-
dated by orchids. I was too.” She found them end-
lessly fascinating and easier to grow than she had 
anticipated.  
 
Like all Memphis master gardeners, Jan, Whit, and 
Carol, were required to do eight hours each of 
community service, administrative service, teaching, 
and core projects. And all master gardeners were 
required to staff the Help Line, which was open 
eight hours a day, five days a week. When they 
moved to Wilson County in 2014, the extension 
agent at the time, noting their Memphis experience, 
asked them to start a Help Line. “We were kinda 
inducted (coerced),” Carol says. Whit loved it. Jan 
was less enthusiastic. 
 
In addition to giving birth to the Help Line, Jan, 
Whit, and Carol took on the extension office beds. 
And Whit was appointed to finish the Master Gar-
dener Building in Fiddlers Grove. He had built a 
cabin and brought that experience to the project. 
As usual, all three pitched in. “I was the errand per-
son, and I kept the floor swept up,” says Jan. In 
2017, they launched the Zinnie Project, growing 
zinnias in a plot behind the Wilson County exten-
sion office and delivering them to residents of the 
nearby Quality Rehabilitation Center. “We miss 
that,” Jan says. Closed to visitors during the Covid-
19 pandemic, the center’s future opening will deter-
mine the future of the Zinnie Project. They also 
managed the Memory  Garden, worked in the 
Demo garden, expanded the irrigation system in-
stalled by Linda Robertson in the Demo garden, 
and planted a sensory garden for the 2018 Wilson 
County Fair. Carol created a fairy garden to attract 
children to the Demo garden, and she served on 
the Wilson County Master Gardeners Board as Cer-
tification Officer.  

Master Gardener Spotlight 
Gardening strengthens family roots 
By Tina Benson, Class of  2018 

Jan and Whit Whitaker beside the red buckeye 
he grew from seed.  Photo by Tina Benson 
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Jan likes “old timey plants,” the kind her grand-
mother grew: touch-me-nots and thrift. And she 
loves growing herbs. Whit likes to grow food — 
tomatoes and corn — and trees. In addition to the 
red buckeye, he grew three oaks in the back garden 
from acorns.  And besides growing orchids and lav-
ender, her two favorite plants, Carol has a deft 
touch with houseplants.  With everything they 
grow, their passion for gardening remains rooted in 
family. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gardening strengthens family roots (cont.) 

Carol Benson and Kitty relax in their secret garden. 
Photo by Tina Benson 

HearAbouts… 
Every Tuesday morning at 9:00 A.M., UT Gardens Jackson does a fact-filled Facebook Live with 
Jason Reeves and Celeste Scott.  Jason is the research horticulturist at UT Jackson.  Celeste is the 
Madison County Extension Agent. These videos are recorded, and you can view them anytime on the 
UT Gardens Jackson Facebook page. 

At our May MGWC meeting, Sam Moses, Wilson County’s own dahlia expert was our speaker.  Sam 

has a great selection of dahlias for sale for $3.00 each.  You can contact him by email to purchase at 

wearemoses12@gmail.com. 
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For the last nine 
years, two volun-
teers have tended 
the gardens at the 
entrance to the 
Mt. Juliet-Wilson 
County Public 
Library. What 
keeps Ronnie 
Gammons and 
Patti Stein going 
are the smiles the 
flowers bring to 
patrons’ faces, the 

interest shown, and the opportunity to demonstrate 
what master gardeners do. 
 
“We feel we’re really educating people and meeting 
the mission of the master gardeners,” says Patti 
who is “newest” to the project. Patti began working 
the library beds as soon as she became a master 
gardener in 2013. Ronnie has been involved since 
graduating in 2009. They proudly wear their name 
badges when working so people will know they 
represent the Master Gardeners of Wilson County.  
 
Both give the same reason for choosing to work on 
the library gardens. They live in Mt. Juliet, and the 
library is nearby.  Little did they know their practi-
cal choice would be so rewarding. 
 
In early spring, hyacinths and daffodils bring the 
first color, giving way in late spring to yarrow, blan-
ket flowers, coneflowers, lacy hydrangeas, purple 
salvia, daylilies and coral bells. With summer come 
Shasta daisies, Arkansas star flowers, purple hearts,  

garden phlox, Joe Pye weed, Mexican petunia, core-
opsis, hostas and astilbe. And in fall, mums and a 
second flush of daisies. 
 
Ronnie says the gardens used to be more formal  
looking with trimmed shrubs and annuals. “We de-
cided to move to a more informal, cottage-garden  
look about four years ago. We added more perenni-
als and skipped the annual flower planting.” It 
proved to be a good decision. “Perennials need less 
watering and less maintenance than annuals, and 
come back every year,” says Patti. Now they only 
have to water twice a week in summer, instead of 
every day. There is no automatic sprinkler system. 
 
Perennials work especially well in the main show 
garden that faces west. A roof overhang blocks rain 
getting to the back of the bed. Two Euonymus ja-
ponicus—one golden, one variegated—handle the 
dryness and afternoon sun well, complement an 
existing holly and add color. The youngest patrons 
seek out the fairy garden tucked among the 
coneflowers and salvia. Patti enjoys changing the 
fairy garden to reflect the seasons. 
 
The gardens have thrived without any chemical fer-
tilizers or pesticides. Pests and diseases are rare, 
and birds and other pollinators are frequent visi-
tors. The only amendment they add is a layer of 
mushroom compost in spring. Last year brought 
some mildew and 
blight which they dealt 
with by cutting back 
and removing the af-
fected plants. 
 
Assistant librarian 
Emily Smith says the 
staff love how the gar-
den enhances the li-
brary’s entrance. “It’s 
beautiful. Patrons 
comment on how 
pretty it is all the time. 
It makes them smile.” 

   

Library garden entrances, educates 
By Joan Sutherland, Class of  2016  

Mushrooms missing in mushroom compost 
 
Mushroom compost is the medium, or substrate, in which edible 
mushrooms are grown commercially, for which mushroom farm-
ers have no further use. It does not contain mushrooms. The 
ingredients are agricultural by products, the most common of 
which are wheat straw, gypsum, and chicken or horse manure. A 
Pennsylvania State University study published by the American 
Society for Horticultural Science in April 2010 concluded: 
“Overall, fresh mushroom compost is suitable as a natural organic 
fertilizer and soil amendment for agriculture and horticulture.” 

 

Patti Stein and Ronnie Gammons   
Photo by Joan Sutherland 

Fairy garden draws in children. 
Photo by Joan Sutherland 
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I love orchids! Be-

fore I learned any-

thing about them, 

all I knew was that 

they were expen-

sive, hard to grow, 

and were used for 

corsages. Well, 

they are used for 

corsages but are 

really not expen-

sive and are not 

hard to grow.  

Before I moved to 

Lebanon, I volun-

teered at the Orchid Greenhouse at Memphis Bo-

tanic Garden. I learned a lot there, and once in a 

while my mentor would send me home with a new 

orchid. The Memphis Orchid Society was a great 

resource, both for knowledge and for taking home 

new orchids (See a trend yet?).  

At present I have 13 orchids, not a very big collec-

tion, but at one point I had about 50. When I 

moved to Lebanon, I donated some and gave oth-

ers away. I brought with me my favorites and some 

new, smaller ones.  

Here are some “myths” that surround orchids:  

Myth 1 – Orchids are hard to grow. Some or-

chids are indeed picky, but who says you must 

choose those to grow. The ones commonly seen at 

Kroger or Home Depot are Phalaeanopsis orchids, 

not hard to grow at all. I have two right now, and 

they are reliable, easy and forgiving. One is a 

blooming machine. It sends up bloom spikes in Jan-

uary and blooms up till Thanksgiving or later. This 

year I was going to repot it after it bloomed, but 

when I remembered to do it, the crazy thing was 

starting to bloom again! Guess I will try again this 

year.  

One thing to remember is that orchids, like laven-

der, do not like a lot of water. Overwatering will kill 

them in a second. Also, they can get sunburned! 

Very little or no direct sunlight is best. Outside in 

the shade is perfect.  

Myth 2 – Orchids are expensive. I have bought 

some of my prettiest orchids on the “death table” at 

Lowes or Home Depot and at estate sales. This is 

especially fun because they have usually finished 

blooming, so I get a happy surprise when they 

bloom again. But if you do this, be sure and look 

for mealy bugs and scale and quarantine them for a 

while. I learned this the hard way!  

Also, other orchid lovers (Thanks, Linda Robert-

son!) often give away cuttings when they are divid-

ing their orchids. Plant swaps are a good source, 

too.  

Myth 3 – You need a greenhouse to grow or-

chids. I’ve never had a greenhouse. Mine grow on 

windowsills year round, and on my front porch and 

in the backyard in the summertime. They thrive in 

my north window and on the front porch (also 

north). The ones that grow in the south window 

need a bit of shading, depending on the season and 

angle of sunlight. East windows are great, but west 

is a little too sunny, with the hot afternoon sun 

coming in.  

Some quick tips: 
1. The literature all says feed orchids “weekly 

weakly” or a weak solution of fertilizer every 

week. Nope. I feed mine when I think of it, 

maybe once a month, maybe once every six 

months. While I normally feed them an orchid 

food, sometimes they feast on African Violet 

food or vegetable food, whatever I’m using at 

the time.  

2. As I said before, check for bugs once in a while. 

You can remove mealybugs and scale with q-

tips dipped in alcohol, and I use insecticidal 

soap.  

My spin on orchids 
By Carol Benson, Class of  2009 (Memphis), 2014 (Wilson County) 

Cattleya orchid  

Photo by Carol Benson 
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My spin on orchids (cont.) 

3. Oh yeah, ants love orchids. I guess their roots 

are sweet or something, but sometimes ants get 

in there. Wash them out with water and sprin-

kle some ant bait on the soil. Seems to get rid 

of them.  

4. A good source for identification of your orchid 

is Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclo-

pedia compiled by Jay Ffahl. 

5. A good resource for caring for your orchid is 

the American Orchid Society. They have free 

care sheets you can download and print. They 

teach you the correct way to care for orchids, 

not my way.  

6. Repot after blooming. Do not be afraid to cut 

roots. This stimulates root growth.  

7. There are several potting mediums for orchids. 

There’s bark, sphagnum moss, lava rock, soil, 

etc. A good place to get medium is RePotMe 

on the internet. Also, I like New Zealand 

sphagnum moss from Amazon. Something I 

have tried and like to do is to soak the sphag-

num moss in warm water with some orchid 

food mixed in.  

8. Read about your orchid species and try to mim-

ic their native habitat. I have one that likes lots 

of water all summer (wet season) and no water 

at all after Christmas (dry season). Orchids are 

very interesting plants, with a variety of habi-

tats. 

9.  DO NOT water orchids with ice cubes like 

some instructions say. Think about it, ice is 

cold. In the wild rain forests, rain is not ice 

cold. Ice is not good for roots.  

Disclaimer: When in doubt, always use approved methods. 

This article is meant to help you have fun with orchids and not to 

be intimidated by growing them. Just some things I have learned 

over the years. Have fun!!  

All orchid photos by Carol Benson 

This is the Epidendrum radicans, or reed orchid. I have 

had it for 8 years and it bloomed for the first time last 

year. I kept trying to make it bush out by pruning it, 

but finally gave up. I let it do what it wanted to do and 

it rewarded me with this pretty flower. In warmer 

zones, it can grow outside and is hardy, but in our area 

it must be in a pot. It is not a pretty foliage plant, very 

long and gangly, but with amazing flowers like this, 

who cares!  

This is the Ludisia discolor, or Jewel 
Orchid, grown mostly for foliage. It 
blooms right after Christmas and 
has clusters of 1 inch white flowers. 

This is a Phaleonopsis, some sort 
of unknown hybrid. It blooms for 
about nine months of the year. 



LEAVES OF WISDOM— MASTER GARDENERS OF WILSON COUNTY NEWSLETTER    10 

 

        Project Spotlight: 

    Monarch Way Stations 

By Maryann Hicks, Class of  2018 

Consider creating your own Monarch 

Way Station at your home, or with 

your church, school, or other group. 

What a great project to do with kids or 

grandkids!  Creating your  own mon-

arch way station is simple: 

• Select a  sunny site or modify an 

existing garden (there is no mini-

mum size). 

• Plant at least  10 milkweed plants 

of  2 or more species or more than 

10 of 1 particular species (available 

from monarchwatch.org). Milk-

weed is essential to Monarch sur-

vival. 

• Plant several  annual, biennial, or 

perennial plants for nectar. 

• Manage the site by doing general 

gardening tasks, eliminating pes-

ticides, and removing any invasive 

plant species. 

• Be sure to register your site with 

monarchwatch.org. 

       To learn more about monarch 

butterflies or to get detailed  instruc-

tions for creating your own monarch 

way station click the link below: 

 

 

 

 https://www.monarchwatch.org 

I stood in the monarch garden mesmerized by the antics of a 
monarch butterfly and a hummingbird vying for a prime piece of 
real estate - the petals of a large, pink zinnia! I began to wonder 
about the fate of these amazing creatures. The monarch popula-
tion, as well as other pollinator populations, continues to decline 
due to habitat loss and pesticide use. How proud I am of our 
Master Gardeners of Wilson County (MGWC) for their commit-
ment to being a part of the solution to this problem. The organi-
zation has two Monarch way stations and a third one under con-
struction. 

The Cedars of Lebanon Butterfly and Native Plant Garden, under 
the direction of Linda Robertson and Kathy Powers, was certified 
by the Monarch Watch organization in 2014. According to Linda, 
the garden contains over eighty species of native plants, including 
seventy-eight native keystone plants listed by Dr. Doug Tallamy 
as essential to healthy habitats of butterflies, birds, and  other pol-
linators. Linda notes that the garden is not only beautiful, but 
functions to provide valuable ecosystem services twelve months a 
year. 

The Fiddler’s Grove Monarch way station, currently under the 
direction of Marilyn Holysz and Linda and Joe Kovacs, was certi-
fied in 2019. It was made possible by provision of land by the 
Wilson County Fair. Linda mentored the volunteers who planned 
and planted the garden. Her expertise and donation of native 
plants were key factors in the creation of this garden. Countless 
hours were donated by over 20 volunteers who transformed the 
tangled mass of Bermuda grass that had taken over the site into a 
thriving haven for Monarchs and other pollinators. According to 
Tina Benson, one of the visionaries of this project, “It is a garden 
created by a community of people out of a lot of love”. 

It’s exciting to announce that a third Master Gardener Monarch 
way station is under construction at Charlie Daniels Park. As with 
the other two gardens, progress is being made on this new garden 
by the hard work and dedication of a group of master gardener 
volunteers. The garden is being headed up by Patti Hoag and 
Susie Butler. 

Be sure to take some time to visit each of the organization’s Mon-
arch way stations, or, better yet, plan to get some volunteer hours 
helping at one of the sites. The effort is worth it.  

https://www.monarchwatch.org
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Who Do I Contact? 
2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT 
Vicki Rohr 
vickirohr@me.com 
 
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Mike Hagans 
mrhagans@comcast.net 
 

 

CERTIFICATION OFFICER 
Maryann Hicks 
mwhicks2011@yahoo.com 
 
 
SECRETARY 
Joe Kovacs 
joe_kovacs_3@outlook.com  
 
 
TREASURER 
Rosemary Marshall 
marshall2171@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Lucas Holman 

County Director 

925 East Baddour Parkway Suite 100 

Lebanon, TN 37087 

Office: 615-444-9584 

lholman1@utk.edu 

2021 COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 INTERN MENTORING COMMITTEE 

 

 

Debbie Williams, Chair littledebbiewilliams@gmail.com 

Tina Benson nichols.benson@gmail.com 

Maryann Hicks mwhicks2011@yahoo.com 

Anupam Kumar anupamocp@gmail.com  

Rosemary Marshall marshall2171@sbcglobal.net 

Lauren May lauren@andymay.com 

Rose Skaggs rosemarielskaggs@gmail.com 

Joan Sutherland joansuth@gmail.com 

Deb Williams debwilliams1950@gmail.com 

Carrie Shehane carrieandmichael@msn.com  

Rose Skaggs rosemarielskaggs@gmail.com  

Joni Wohnrade joni.wohnrade@hotmail.com  

2021 Major Demonstration Gardens Projects 

PROJECT LOCATION THEME CHAIRS 

Fiddlers Grove Demonstration Flower 
Beds 

All through Fiddlers Grove, 
Wilson County Fairgrounds 

13 individual garden 
beds, different 
themes 

Marianne Pelletier 
breezin1usa@yahoo.com 
Vicki Rohr 
vickirohr@me.com 

Fiddlers Grove Demonstration Vegetable 
Garden 

Fiddlers Grove, next to 
Master Gardeners’ Building 

Showcase garden, 
experimental, plants 
change each year 

Rosemary Marshall 
marshall2171@sbcglobal.net 
Joni Wohnrade 
joniwohnrade@hotmail.com 

Mt. Juliet Community Labor of Love Gar-
den 

Charlie Daniels Park, 
Mt Juliet 

A working raised bed 
vegetable garden 

Jan Littrell 
jlittrell51@gmailcom 

Cedars of Lebanon Native Plant and But-
terfly Garden 

Cedars of Lebanon State 
Park, behind Nature Center 

Native plants, trees 
and shrubs to attract 
and support butter-
flies 

Linda Robertson 
lcr.gwr@gmail.com 
Kathy Powers 
kathyjantz@gmail.com 

Baddour Parkway Arboretum All through Fiddlers Grove A certified arboretum 
with 71 trees from 46 
unique genus 

Jason Ellis 
jellis@ellistech.net 

Mt. Juliet Library Gardens 2765 N Mt Juliet Road Several gardens to 
attract butterflies and 
birds 

Ronnie Gammons 
gidley41@bellsouth.net 
Patti Stein 
mommabear329@yahoo.com 

If you need to contact one of the bed heads or any other Wilson County Master 
Gardener, you can go to UT Extension website where you register your hours.  

Click on Home.  A dropdown box will appear.  Click on County Roster, and you 
will find a list of contact info for all WCMG members. 

mailto:breezin1usa@yahoo.com
mailto:vickirohr@me.com
mailto:marshall2171@sbcglobal.net
mailto:joniwohnrade@hotmail.com
mailto:lcr.gwr@gmail.com
mailto:kathyjantz@gmail.com
mailto:jellis@ellistech.net
mailto:gidley41@bellsouth.net
mailto:mommabear329@yahoo.com
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2021 Fiddlers Grove Demonstration Flower Beds 

BED NAME THEME LEADERS 

Grandmother’s Garden Old-fashioned flowers that our grandmothers 
grew 

Debbie Williams 
littledebbiewilliams@gmail.com 
Joni Wohnrade 
joniwohnrade@hotmail.com 

Jordan House Patio Garden Pollinator-friendly perennials and annuals Maryann Hicks 
mwhicks2011@yahoo.com 
JoAnne Davis 
davisjoanne88@ymail.com 

Medicinal Herb Garden Herbs pioneers may have used for health and 
healing 

Stephanie Powers 
stephpowers06@gmail.com 

Mobile Containers Flower displays to beautify spaces and direct 
visitors through fairgrounds 

Marianne Pelletier 
breezin1usa@yahoo.com 

Fiddlers Grove 
Monarch Way Station 

Plants to support monarch butterflies on their 
journeys north and south 

Linda and Joe Kovacs 
joe_kovacs_3@outlook.com 
Marilyn Holysz 
mholysz2@sbcglobal.net 

Mr. Luther’s Shade Garden Plants that thrive in the shade Vicki Rohr 
vickirohr@me.com 

Rice Cabin Annuals and perennials suitable for an historic 
cabin 

Fran Strausburg 
frans37807@hotmail.com 
David Bates 
david.bates00@yahoo.com 

Fiddlers Grove Town Hall Entrance A sidewalk boxwood garden No leader yet 

Sedum Bed A collection of sun-loving succulents Carol Walenga 
carolwalenga@tds.net 

Veterans Porch Garden Perennials that thrive in sun and heat Sue Abernathy 
glorypal@yahoo.com 

Master Gardener Building Entrance 
and Memory Garden 

A showcase of small trees, shrubs and flowers Ed Jacobs 
ejacobs153@aol.com  
Linda Kovacs 
linda.kovacs9@icloud.com 

Melrose Church Garden A collection of shrubs and flowers Rosemary Marshall 
marshall2171@sbc.net 
Tina Benson 
nichols.benson@gmail.com 

Rowland Barn Rain Garden Plants that thrive in a small catch basin for rain No leader yet 

Monarch Way Station photo taken by Rosemary Marshall.  Celandine Poppy beginning to bloom  at Native Plant Garden at Cedars 

of Lebanon (photo courtesy of Deb Williams). 
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JUNE EVENTS of INTEREST 

 

JULY EVENTS of INTEREST 

        Click here to download calendar 

Lessons on the River: Pollinator and  
Native Plants in Your Garden 

Free Event 

Wednesday, June 16 
2 session choices: 10:00 a.m.  

OR 2:00 p.m. 
Bates Nursery 

Whites Creek Pike, Nashville 

To register: eventbrite.com 

Williamson County Library  
Garden Talk Series:  

Container Gardening -  
Imagine the Possibilities Virtual Class  

Free Event  

Monday, June 21, 2021 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

For information or to register: 
http://engagedpatrons.org/

EventsExtended.cfm?
SiteID=7792&EventID=426504 

Regional TEMG Hybrid Conference Thursday, June 24 
(registration opens June 14-21) 
Virtual sessions 7:30 –11 a.m. 

Late afternoon tours  
12:30 - 6:00 p.m.   

McMinnville, TN 

For information or to register: 
https://secure.touchnet.com/

C21610_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?
PRODUCTID=792&SINGLESTORE=true 

MGWC Executive Board Meeting Tuesday, June 29 
6:30 p.m. 

Location: TBA 

MGWC Membership Meeting Tuesday, July 6 
6:30 p.m. 

Location:  TBA 

West TN AgResearch Center’s  
Virtual Summer Celebration 

Free Event 

Thursday, July 8 
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 

To register: 
https://westtn.tennessee.edu/ 

Or call 731-425-4751 

Williamson County Library  
Garden Talk Series:  

Managing Fire Ants Virtual Class  
Free Event 

Monday, July 19 
1:00-2:00 p.m. 

To Register: 
http://engagedpatrons.org/

EventsExtended.cfm?
SiteID=7792&EventID=426505 

TEMG Friday Focus Series: 
Cut flowers and MGs in TN 

Live on Zoom 
Free Event 

Friday, July 23 
10:00 a.m. Central Time 

To Register: 
https://forms.gle/bg6HaoSDSGHE5Dc4A 

MGWC Executive  
Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 27 
6:30 p.m. 

Location: TBA 

Note:  This calendar was created on 6/13/21.  Events may change. 
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